groundless. Told him I was satisfied H. was not a proper
man, etc.

June 14 and 15. Not well, but pressed in disposing of
current business. Acting Rear-Admiral Godon reported in
person. Had returned with Susquehanna to Hampton
Roads from Havana. The authorities of Cuba, he says,
very courteous, and the people entirely American.

June 16, Friday. At Cabinet-meeting General Grant
came in to press upon the government the importance of
taking decisive measures in favor of the republic of Mex-
ico. Thought that Maximilian and the French should be
warned to leave. Said the Rebels were crossing the Rio
Grande and entering the imperial service. Their purpose
would be to provoke differences, create animosity, and pre-
cipitate hostilities. Seward was emphatic in opposition to
any movement. Said the Empire was rapidly perishing,
and, if let alone, Maximilian would leave in less than
six months, perhaps in sixty days, whereas, if we inter-
fered, it would prolong his stay and the Empire also.
Seward acts from intelligence, Grant from impulse.

Seward submitted a paper drawn up by himself, favor-
able to the purchase of Ford's Theatre to be devoted to
religious purposes. Governor Dennison, who sometimes
catches quickly at schemes, expressed his readiness to sign
this, but no others concurred, and it was dropped.

June 17, Saturday. Called on the President with lists of
the candidates for the Naval School. After going over the
lists, he requested they might be left, and that I would call
on him at noon to-morrow. I reminded him that it was
Sunday. He remarked if any other time would be more
convenient to me, it would be acceptable to him.

June 19, Monday. Called yesterday on the President, as
requested and appointed by him on Saturday. After run-